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Bertha Johnson-Harvey was first diagnosed with breast cancer back in 2011. The ICS Head Start teacher went through six months of chemo-

thera
hava he

By CHUCK
HATHCDCK
Sports Editor

ertha  Johnson-
Harvey, A
T3-year-cld
Insiitute of

Crmmunity Centers e,
Head Start reacher from
Grepada, has a requited
checkup as pant of her job
1o thank in all likelikood
Tor saving her [ife.

Back in 21, Harvey
was diagnosed with breqst
cancer after going whrough
& health checkup a part of
her Healthy You bepefit
prowided By heér insurance.
Duripg that examination,
Murse Practitioner Debbie
MeGehee found the fump
and rteferred Hapvey 1w
Furhan Yunus, whe for-

ses

warded her to anofher doc-
tof for the biopsy, The test
revealed her worst fears
that it wias Stage 3 cancer.

“1 was down after they
told me [ had cancer,”
Harvey zad. 1 didn’t
want in fell my children
and didn’t tell them for
two menths.”

The only child that
Harvey told was  her
danghter, Vanessa Jones,
whe relayed the informa-
fion 4 her other four gib-
hngs.

“Wanessh went with me
o every doctor’s appomt-
went — she followed me
ol the way to the end.”
Hurvey snid.

Harvey leaned on her
church family at Brusher
Fark M.B. Church for sup:
.

"My church Family was
always there for me,” she
said, *] always seem o
hawe members visiting
mast days.”

Like  mopst  cancer
pabients, Harvey pointed o
her faith as critical dusing
her buttle with the dreaded
chizepse.

“You've gal w have faith
that God i going to heal
you,” she zaid. “After my
surgery, [ prayed to God
and asked Him o help
me come through this, T
balieved He was going to
bring me throvgh, and He
did with no medication.”

Following the diagnosis,
Harvey wemnt tw Fckson
tor see Dr. Phillip Ley. ono
of the top cnculogsts i
Missizsipgs,

“I was blessed to he able

to see D Lew, who iz
vonsidersd one of the top
breast capcer doctors in
the state.” Harvey sabd.
“He it the doctor, who
siarted my chemothemapy
trestment.” _

Harvey went through six
rounds of chemo over @
six-month pericd, which
took place every 21 days,
followed by 33 mdiation
treatments, which lasted
30 minutes each day. The
gffiects showed following
the third chematherapy
trealiment.

“1 got a0 sick follow-
ing my thind treatment,”
Harvey sapd. *1 lost my
sense of taste and didn’t
want to eat”

Harvey credited God
for helping ler through
her treafments. She pever

followed by 32 radiation treatments. A year after the initial dlagnoses, Johnson-Harvey was declared cancer-free. At 74, she continues to
yaarly mammogram.
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Johnson-Harvey prayed for God’s help

missed & day of work dur-
ing her treatments. Her co-
workers were also fhere
for her during her cancer
beaktle.

“God answered my
prayer to help me duning
my treatments,” Harvey
said, “I never missed work
during my treatments, and
it was because He helpsd
me and never left my side,
My co-workers gncour-
aped me all through my
cancer. We had four of us
dealing with cancer at {he
same time.”

After poing throvgh ini-
tial scams, Harvey went
through sirgery o remove
the Tump, along with
ont of her lymph nodes.
Poctors pesformed anoth-
er scan six weeks later,
which revepled that the

CRAOGET WEE gOng.
One year following her
initild diagnosis, Harvey
was deemed cancee-fres.
She went hack for thee
vears for testing followed
b checkups for frve yeaurs,
when she was fioally
telessed from her doctors.
Todmy, Harvey does
her mammogmm onee 4
vear like most women ane
encoutged 10 do,
“Women need to have
their  yearly  mammm-
gram,” Harvey conclided,
“Ar the ime of niy diagno-
sig, 1 had not been having
iy TREMI0 R
just exery other year.”
Harvey is neamng her
Sth year 45 5 Head Star
teacher of J-dyear-olds,



